RICK’S LESSON SUMMARIES FROM EACH WEEK

Lesson #1: Why were these initial centuries of the church so crucial for our lives today?
1. The determination of the Scriptures, OT and NT. The work of copyists, papyri, use in the churches. The Lord who inspired Scripture is the Lord who determined and preserved Scripture. These have NOT changed. The doctrine of inspiration includes the doctrine of preservation.
2. Fixing core doctrines: the Gospel, for all, the nature of the person of Christ, the Trinity, the atonement, the definition of “The Church” through denial of heresy. The early Creeds are essentially the same for us today!
3. Theology that endures and influences to this day: Ex: Augustine - Confessions and City of God.
4. Explosion of the gospel to the ends of the earth from the very beginning, despite persecution. The miraculous expansion of the church from the Upper Room to the Seat of the Roman Empire is stunning. The gospel WILL go to the ends of the earth. Nothing will stop it.
5. This helps us to discern truth from error today.

Lesson #2: What elements of the faith changed and what did NOT change?
1. The control of the Bible in the hands of the church did not change. So the interpretation, application, addition, subtraction and ignoring of the Bible did!
2. The conversion of the barbarian tribes must continue. The gospel to the ends of the earth does not change.
3. The combining and confusion of religious and secular state government is a constant paradigm and conflict.
4. The persecution of the truth from without; Islam, and from within; the Inquisition and increasingly wicked corruption brings increased challenge and change.
5. The miracle of the survival of the true faith does NOT change. There is always a remnant.

Lesson #3: With the many strains of reform, even in the Roman Church, and the evolving “American” culture, what are the kernels of truth that we most resonate with today?
1. The ‘Solae’ of the Reformation resonate today: sola gratia, sola fide, sola scriptura, sola Cristos, sola Deo gloria.
2. The availability of Scripture with individual access was a radical change that affects our daily lives and priorities.
3. The missionary movement(s) (the evangel) became a heartbeat of European and American Christianity and have deeply affected our practice of the faith.
4. The divisions, from denomination, to race, to geography, still draw important lines of demarcation in our identities.

Lesson #4: Name the divides in history, culture, and religion that have drawn lines that still influence our history, culture, and religion.
1. The Civil War divide: North, South, racism (other realities of prejudice toward native and immigrant populations) 
2. The divide of faith/Bible and humanism/science worldviews.
3. The divide of the Industrial Revolution move to urban majorities, priorities, and abuses with diverse responses.
4. The divide of major heretical cults and sects from out of Christianity.
5. The divide of millennial perspectives on the destiny/fate of the world.
6. The divide of political philosophies of capitalism vs. communism.
7. The liberal / conservative theology divide leading to the Mainline / Evangelical Protestant church divide.

Lesson #5: What do you remember about this time in your history with Evangelicalism during this time period? What had the most impact on you?
1. American Evangelicalism coalesces around a defined set f Bible doctrine and practice
2. An extensive sub-culture, uniting a great variety of Christians is formed and gains influence. 
3. Most denominations are divided as new conservative groups are formed and grow. (The CBA & WSBC)
4. There is a growing interest, influence, and focus on culture and politics.
5. The fruit of world missions brings the shift of worldwide Christianity from the North and West to the South.

Lesson #6: What is a “Baptist” or an “Evangelical” from the turn of the millennium to today in Yakima at West Side, as a servant of Jesus Christ?
1. Hard times and conviction/confession can yield a people ripe and ready for the Spirit to work.
2. The mission of the church includes all 3 concentric circles of Jerusalem, Judea & Samaria, the ends of the earth. 
3. The individual members of the body all have a role to play, each is unique, important, and vital to the mission.
4. Servant leadership decisions are important at all levels of ministry and must be taken seriously.
5. Strong cultural and political changes and issues can become a factor in church mission and practice.
6. There is a great deal to praise God for and to learn from, given the global expansion of the Kingdom.
7. The Bible-centered, gospel focus from the core truths of the faith can be maintained and advanced, but this must be an intentional, constant, prayerful, humble, and Spirit-led endeavor.

Lesson #7: What are the priorities for today going forward? 
1. The need to keep the main thing the main thing: Jesus and his gospel of salvation. Not just salvation in Jesus” but “the person of Jesus and His salvation.” Not WWJD (What WOULD Jesus do?) but WDJD (What DID Jesus do?) Not just John 3:16, add John 3:17 as a key verse.
2. Expect persecution and opposition more like what was seen in past church history.
3. The importance of a “relational paradigm” for the local church. (discipleship and “the vine”) (vs. an institutional/
organizational/denominational or attractional/consumer/program paradigm)
4. Partnership with and learning from the global church.
5. A resurgence of “watching” in relation to the end times. (with a proper End Times theology)
