CHURCH HISTORY TO RELIEVE SOME OF THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH: HANDOUT

LESSON #7 “New Directions and No New Normal” (today & beyond) This session will be a review to try to plug any holes from past lessons and deal with questions raised along the way. But we also want to come to grips with the history of the last three years and how this might affect the next stage of personal, West Side, American, and global church direction...till He comes! This will be a discussion/conversation followed by prayer.

SCRIPTURE TEXT: James 4:13-17; Luke 5:33-39

REVIEW TIME LINE:	
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 Are there any burning questions, comments, confusions, or observations from the history lessons to this point that you want to raise for us to deal with first?


Our Christian faith concerns the “instant,” the now. The Bible informs and determines how we live and decide today. Our Christian faith is for the adventure and tensions of right now. That is all we have for sure.

That doesn’t make understanding history or contemplating the future worthless.
· History helps us to know what from the past is temporal and what is permanent and must endure.
- Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
- Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
· History helps us know how to be equipped for the future, whatever it holds.

But we do not live in either the past or the future. We have this instant-now.
- Hebrews 3:13 “Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” 
- 2 Corinthians 6:2 “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.” 
- Isaiah 55:6 “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.” 

In these last 3-4 pandemic years most of us have been drawn to a couple Scripture verses to see if we really understand or believe them.
· Jesus’s words about “today” in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6:34.
	- “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

· And James’ similar words about today in James 4:13-17.

Our Class Goal for studying church history is to put our own history and present times in context so we will love and serve Jesus more and better today.
· We want to know who we are and how we got here. 
· We also want to know our mission field and how the people around us got to their current faith status. 
· We want to learn how to best represent Jesus Christ, his Word and Gospel in our world today. 

2020-2023 TIME LINE:
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 What have we learned from history that can help us today?


 What are the priorities for today going forward? 

 What must be done today to keep the Main Thing the Main Thing? 

 Can West Side weather the cultural, political, evangelical movement changes to stay focused on Jesus and his gospel?

 What does it mean for Christians to be a minority in a pluralistic society where the majority is non-or anti-Christian?

 If some guy/gal was teaching Church History in 2040, what would he/she say about the 2020’s?


Closing Scripture: Now is the time for understanding the new wineskins the Lord is suggesting for ourselves, and for WSC, and the Church; for Christians today. (Luke 5:36-39)

My Summary of priorities for today going forward. (On the second handout of summaries.)

CONCLUSION: A possible “2040 Outline”:

Beginning Foundations 	– Christianity unknown 					- a crisis of persecution 
							(Christians a cult)						- a victory of expansion

Expansion & Corruption	– Christianity of Europe 					- a crisis of corruption 
							(Christians united)					- a victory of opposition

Reformation & Awakening 	– Christianity renewed 					- a crisis of division 
							(Christians divided)					- a victory of reformation

Great Divides 			– Christianity modernized 					- a crisis of liberalism 
							(Christians outdated)					- a victory of orthodoxy

Rise of Evangelicalism 	– Christianity a subculture					- a crisis of secular consumerism 
							(Christians tolerated / irrelevant)	- a victory of orthopraxy

2000’s Christianity 		– Christianity a global presence				- a crisis of decline of Western church 
							(Christians overseas)					- a victory of the great commission

2023 Pandemic Chaos	– Christianity as a minority					- a crisis of "repressive secularism” in the West
							(Christians actively opposed)			- a victory of perseverance 

Global Reconfiguration	– Christianity desperately needed			- a crisis of collapse 
							(Christians shunned)	 				- a victory of in-gathering

And finally,  What are you most excited for and most concerned about going forward as a church?
Closing prayers:
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