CHURCH HISTORY TO RELIEVE SOME OF THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH: HANDOUT

LESSON #6: “Turn of the Millennium” (2000 – 2023) We will draw together past influences as we raced into 2000 up to the pandemic. We will talk more about recent histories of West Side, the church in Yakima, and our personal stories/histories. Key to this time were the efforts of world and local missions, church planting, children and youth ministry. All with the backdrop of the effects of 9-11, the internet/cell phone takeover, global terror, and changing church involvement practices. We will then begin to consider the impact and changes of the last 3½ years.

SCRIPTURE TEXT: Acts 4:23-31

APPLICATION QUESTION: What is a “Baptist” or an “Evangelical” from the turn of the millennium to today in Yakima at West Side, as a servant of Jesus Christ?

TIME LINE:	
[image: ]OUTLINE:
1. Reminder of Acts 4 and the Mission Statement.
· A Mission Statement is the timeless biblical mandate for the church in concise terms.
· A Vision Statement is the specific implementation of that mission for the present time and near future.
· The rhythm or pattern of: “Send them out / Bring them in Raise them up / Repeat.” (for multiplication)
· “Reaching our World for Christ by Building Mature Disciples” (Glorify God, Proclaim Christ, Make Disciples)

2. Major events and culture movements from the turn of the century up to 2020. (not ‘20-today yet!)
· 9-11 and global terror, brief but short lived, church revival! Led to the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
· The internet/cell phone takeover.
· The availability and multiplication of distractions: from sports to social media.
· Unprecedented economic sustained growth (broken only by the banking crisis of ‘08)

3. Changes at 2000 in West Side, in Yakima, and in the CB Movement.
· Conflict of ‘97-‘98 pastoral staff changes and Peacemakers. 
· State of the CB Movement. Attempt at a merging the structure to restore and enable a unified doctrine and purpose failed. This resulted in a decentralizing of the “movement” and reduced cooperation.
· State of the Church in Yakima. The strong Evangelical Ministers Assoc. had good connections and activities of ‘95-2010. But this began to dwindle after the 2010 Palau Outreach.

 How important is cooperation among evangelical churches, not only nationwide but in a city or region? What are the pros and cons of working together?
 Is there value in a Church Venture Association? 
 When it is valuable to come together for the sake of the Gospel? 
 How do we cooperate without with compromise of our beliefs? 
· Three levels of connection and involvement: (1) social/community benefit: (2) proclamation of the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ: (3) regular weekly worship and discipleship.

4. How West Side dealt with these influences and questions based on this mission at this time.
“The ends of the earth”: Central Asia
· Major missions focus: Bible Translation, the 10-40 window, and unreached people groups. 
· This was reflected at WSC in our mission to the unreached “U” people of central Asia. (1996)
· Plus continued support in Egypt, Southeast Asia, Europe, etc.
“Judea and Samaria”: Central Mexico
· With the major presence of Spanish speaking (mostly Mexican) in Yakima County, there was the need to consider our church’s involvement. Beginning with ESL, reaching out to local church planting, then connecting with the region of Mexico: Morelia, Atotonilco, Los Altos. (Also the Mixtec of Othello)
· This also was reinforced by establishing the Missions Pastor position. 
· The Luis Palau Outreach of 2010

“Jerusalem”: Central Washington
· Church planting X3: Sun Valley, Harvest, Restoration. The launch of Riverside Christian School. 
· VBS/music camp to Sports Camp and “An Evening in December” outreaches.
· Leaderpath: need as people were sent away with church plants.
· The Gathering (4 services).
· Support of the Yakima Union Gospel Mission, Life Choices, Flying H, and other local ministries.

5. Major events and developments affecting the West Side Fellowship up to 2020.
· Staff and building expansion 2005-2010. Growing children and youth ministry.
· Changing church involvement practices after 2010:
	- 50% attend < 50% of the time, the Sunday parade vs. gathering. 
	- The diminishment of routines in every area of life.
	- Continued rise of evangelical focus on culture war and political issues.
	- The rise of the “nones,” those unaffiliated or unconnected with a faith or church.
· Intentional pastoral transition and review of the role of “pastor/elder” and “elder”: shift to a PLT model.

6. Major events and developments in the global church.
· Review the massive world evangelization efforts from 1850 to the present that have made Christianity now a planetary vs. Western only phenomenon.
· Recall the dramatic demographic shift of Christianity and Evangelicalism to the Global South.
· Recognize the numerical decline of Christianity in the West.
· Explore examples of the growth of Christianity in the Two-thirds World.

7. The startling reality of the 2020-2023 Timeline and our response.

 Can West Side weather the cultural, political, and evangelical movement changes to stay focused on Jesus and his gospel?  
 What must be done to keep the Main Thing the Main Thing?

TIME LINE:	
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 What does it mean for Christians to be a minority in a pluralistic society where the majority is non-Christian or anti-Christian?
 What are you most excited for and most concerned about going forward as a church?

Consider: (1) “Jesus and his gospel of salvation,” not just “salvation in Jesus”: and WDJD. (2) Persecution and opposition more like past church history. (3) The importance of a “relational paradigm” for the local church. (4) Partnership with/learning from the global church. (5) A resurgence of “watching”!

NEXT TIME: Come back for a free-for-all Q&A&Conversation to wrap up lessons learned and what’s next.
image1.emf
  Unreached people   (The “U”   People)            Central Mexico Mission      Building Expansion               pastor/staff                                                 WSC 50 th   Anniversary       “ The Gathering ”              transition plan   “ An Evening In December ”                   Launch or Riverside Christian            Leaderpath          PL T                           Peacemakers       Sun Valley  Plant   (03)    Harvest Selah Plant (08)                  Facility  &   Staff expansion                 Sunday Together           Luis Palau       Restoration Plant (13)                    ESL o utreach         1990             1995             2000             2005             2 010             2015             2020   Mission   &   Vision                                   CB separation         Consum erism   –   social  med ia                                   9 - 11   ( 0 1)           Iraq and Afghanistan       Rise of the “Nones ”                 Evangelical Ministers Assoc .          Evangelical shift to the Global South    Church growth   / megachurches                     Leadership  Summits              Focus on political & cultural issues    


image2.emf
                                                Sports Camp       Pastoral Transition                                             Discipleship Focus                                   Church on - line                       Resume schedules                                                              More staff changes            WSC  c hurch history class             2019               2020               2021               2022               2023               2024                               [ COVID 19 :   shutdown, masks, vaccines, variants, politics, long - covid]                                                           Afghanistan exit        Russia Invasion of Ukraine     Israel/Hamas War                                   G eorge Floyd                     U .S.  southern border in security               Impeachments                 Election     January 6 th   Attack        p olitical polarization      Indictments                                     Fires      Tornados      Mass Shootings     Hurricanes        Inflation                                                   G ender controversies     R oe v. Wade struck     and ongoing conflict    


