CHURCH HISTORY TO RELIEVE SOME OF THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH: HANDOUT

LESSON #5: “Evangelicalism” (1950 – 1990) The beginning of this segment is symbolized, in a way, by Rev. Billy Graham. Evangelicalism as a set of orthodox Bible teachings, with mission agencies, schools, and publications comes into its own. West Side Church was born at this time in 1953. Evangelicalism is also developing as a movement affecting the culture and politics. At the same time, there are the influences of Mainline church liberalism, humanism, the New Age movement, and scandals within the American church.

SCRIPTURE TEXT: John 3:3, 13-21

APPLICATION QUESTION: What do you remember about this time in your history with Evangelicalism? What had the most impact on you?
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OUTLINE:

1. Evangelicalism coalesces as a defined set of orthodox Bible teachings and practices.
· the inerrancy, reliability, and authority of the Bible for faith and practice,
· the core truths of the Trinity, the supernatural, the unique God-man deity and humanity of Christ, his incarnation, bodily resurrection, and second coming to judge and rule, 
· the centrality of the gospel of salvation by faith alone in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the cross,
· the Great Commission call to world evangelization,
· a Premillennial (and often a Dispensational / Pre-Tribulation Rapture) view of history and the future. 
This also coincides with the post-WWII environment/atmosphere in American life. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144213961]2. Evangelicalism’s explosive growth. A definite sub-culture comes into its own. Strong nationally known leaders, schools, regional centers, publications, mission agencies, and movements.
· Popular leaders/teachers/authors/theologians: CS Lewis, Harold Ockenga, J. Vernon McGee, Oral Roberts, Vernon Grounds, JI Packer, Carl Henry, John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie, John Stott, RC Sproul, Hal Lindsey, Bill Bright, James Dobson, John MacArthur, Chuck Swindoll, Rick Warren, Bill Hybels, Jack Hayford, John Piper.
· Seminaries & Bible colleges: Dallas, Trinity, Grace, Denver, Gordon Conwell, Fuller, Talbot, Western, Southern, Westminster, Regent. Plus 100’s of smaller Bible Colleges: Wheaton, Biola, Liberty, SPU, Multnomah, Western.
· “mecca” places: like Wheaton, Los Angeles, Colorado Springs, Nashville.
· Christian Publishers: Zondervan, Baker, Lifeway, Inter-Varsity Press, Christianity Today, David C. Cook.
· Updated English translations of the Bible: NASB, RSV, NIV, Living, Message, ESV.
· Mission focus: local Union Gospel missions, the martyrdom in Ecuador (Eliots), short-term mission trips, Messianic Christianity (Jews for Jesus), YWAM, God’s Smuggler behind the Iron Curtain/closed countries, the Lausanne Congress 1974, the 10-40 window, unreached people groups.
· Humanitarian aid organizations: World Vision International (‘50), Samaritan's Purse (‘70), Mercy Ships (‘78), Prison Fellowship International (‘79), International Justice Mission (‘97).
· Multi-media: radio, television, 700 Club, rise of Christian “rock” music – So. CA to Nashville, the Jesus Movie.
· The Charismatic Movement: Holy Spirit and sign gifts emphasized, emotive, Pentecostal health & wealth gospel. 
· Mass movements: Young Life, Youth for Christ, Campus Crusade, Navigators, InterVarsity, Gideons, Promise Keepers.
· The Mega-church: Grace Community (MacArthur), Crystal Cathedral (Schuller), Dallas First Baptist (Criswell), Willow Creek (Hybels), Saddleback (Warren), Mars Hill (Driscoll).
· The election of Pres. Jimmy Carter as a born-again Christian from the Baptist church in Plains, Georgia.

This was heavily influenced by Dispensational – Premillennial – Pretribulation Rapture theology.
· Dallas, Moody, Biola, The Late Great Planet Earth (Lindsey), Left Behind Series (LaHaye, Jenkins)
3. The Conservative Baptist Association and West Side Baptist Church born at this time. 
1) The Northern/Southern split of the Baptists with the Civil War.
2) The influence of liberalism/modernism in the Northern Baptist Convention. A “fundamentalist fellowship” within the conference began to meet in the ‘20’s. 
3) Appointing missionaries regardless of their doctrinal positions. A missionary who believed salvation in Jesus was “a” not “the only” way of salvation could be appointed.
4) This led to a separation of “conservative” churches forming an association for appointing conservative missionaries holding to evangelical doctrine: the Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society. (CBFMS) (‘43)
5) Dr. Albert Johnson, pastor of Hinson Church in Portland, OR proposed a resolution for a separate convention in ‘46. The national church association, Conservative Baptist Assoc. of America was formed in ‘48.
6) This was followed by a Home Mission Society (CBHMS) in 1950. In addition, there were regional church associations and two seminaries: Denver and Western (Portland).
7) Each of these societies, regions, and schools maintained separate but overlapping doctrinal statements, boards, and participants. It was an “association” not a “denomination”: cooperative vs. hierarchical. 
8) Leaders included Russ Shive in 1963 (who served as interim at West Side in 1997), and Tim Blanchard in 1987, former pastor of West Side in the 1980’s! I was on the board in the mid-90’s.
9) Eventually the schools became officially independent, and the regions became a part of the CBA.
10) In 2004, there was an attempt to join the three agencies officially (CBA, CBFMS, CBHMS) which failed and brought a reorganization and less connection nationally. The separate organizations became more distinct. 
11) While CBA continued, it was made up of region leaders. CBNorthwest made its own effort to consolidate doctrine and practice with an Identity Document passed in 2007.
12) The about 1000 churches nationwide still participate with the mission agencies and schools. 
13) CBNW, now Church Venture Northwest, has about 250 churches Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho.
14) There is a director in Portland, a camp Tadmor in central Oregon, and various gatherings and ministries.

After #6 we have the founding of West Side Baptist Church in 1953. 
· This was a church plant by the Home Mission Society. Paul and Betty Vincent came to Yakima to start the church. The first service was June 7 with about 20 people in a day nursery.
· Meeting next at a bicycle shop then a 7th Day Adventist Church on 15th Ave. 
· The first church building was constructed at 35th and Tieton in ‘57.
· The growth of the church and the founding of West Side Christian School led to the move to this facility in ‘81.
· The foci at this time were: Bible Preaching, missions, and family ministry.
· Senior Pastors Tim Blanchard (Palmcroft, CBA Director) ‘80’s, and Wayne Pickens (LeGrande) ‘90’s.

4. Evangelicalism is also developing as a movement or entity affecting the culture and politics. 
· Martin Luther King Jr. and civil rights. (Including evangelicals like John Perkins).
· James Davison Hunter wrote Culture Wars: The Struggle to Define America in 1991. 
· Traditional and counter-culture Christian positions: War opposition: Sojourners, Jesus Revolution.
· Establishment of the National Association of Evangelicals addressing all aspects of faith and practice in contrast to the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical movement.
· The Moral Majority: Jerry Falwell (1980), Pat Roberston, Ralph Reed, James Dobson. 
· Roe v. Wade (’73), and the growth of crisis care pregnancy centers.

5. At the same time, there are the secular influences and the birth of other worldviews.
· Liberal influences of Mainline church. Evangelicalism is a distinct form of Christianity.
· Secular humanism as a “religion,” and The New Age movement.
· Scandals within the American church: Jim and Tammy Faye Baker, Jimmy Swaggart, Ted Haggard.
· Roman Catholicism’s Second Vatican Council (‘63-‘65).

[bookmark: _Hlk149576223]6. “Church History” and the rest of the world. (Not the “Third World” but the “Two-thirds world”)
“In the past 100 years the most significant trend within global Christianity is that, demographically, Christianity has shifted dramatically to the South. This shift has been documented by many scholars as a groundbreaking process affecting not only all religions worldwide, but how Christianity itself is practiced as a global phenomenon.” (Todd Johnson, Gordon Conwell, 2019)
ASSIGNMENT: Those of you in the class who have served overseas, part-time or full-time, come next week ready to share some “church history” from another part of the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk144213089]
Summary Scriptures: John 3:3, 13-21

APPLICATION QUESTION: What do you remember about this time in your history with Evangelicalism? What had the most impact on you? (Some fun memories!)

Next time: We will draw together all these influences as we raced into 2000 and up to the pandemic. Here we can talk more about the specific recent histories of West Side, the church in Yakima, and our personal stories/histories. All with the backdrop of the effects of 9-11, the internet/cell phone takeover, global terrorism, and changing church involvement practices. All leading up to 2020 and the pandemic.
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