CHURCH HISTORY TO RELIEVE SOME OF THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH: HANDOUT

LESSON #4: “The Great Divides” (1850 – 1950) The Civil War is the great American Divide. But it was infused with forms of very faithful and deeply flawed Christianity. The influence of the European Enlightenment and liberalism also produced fracturing and splintering of the church in America. These are the times of Lincoln, Darwin, Marx, two World Wars, Roosevelts, and Hitler on the world stage. Brigham Young, DL Moody, The Scopes Monkey Trial, and the birth of the Conservative Baptist Association (among many others) in the church world.

SCRIPTURE TEXT: James 1:27; Acts 4:8-12

APPLICATION QUESTION: Name the divides in this period in history, culture, and religion that have drawn lines that still influence our history, culture, and religion.
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OUTLINE:

1. The Civil War is the great American Divide. 
It was infused with forms of very faithful, more vague, and deeply flawed Christianity. 
· The “preaching” of the North and the South to support abolition or slavery. 
· Founding of the African Methodist Episcopal church (1860’s).
· Charles Finney: (1792-1875) Leader in 2nd Great Awakening. Called "Father of Old Revivalism."
· Harriet Beecher Stowe’s “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” (1852)
· Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) was a kind of miracle middle man. Not focused on salvation in Jesus, but clearly believing in the providential involvement of God in bringing about what is right.
So the Civil War ‘divide’ is just as much a ‘Christian divide’ as a national one.
· Frederick Douglas (1817-1895) who called southern Christianity “slaveholding religion.”
· Also the Northern/Southern split of Baptists and many other denominations. 

2. The European Enlightenment and liberalism divide. 
· The shift in thought that began in the Enlightenment period in Europe, from a fallen sinful view of man, with confidence in God, to a positive view of human nature and the universe, with confidence in man. 
· Charles Darwin: (1859) “On the Origin of Species” and “The Descent of Man” (1871) Evolution.
· Higher Criticism: questioning Bible origins, rejecting the supernatural, casting doubt upon the reliability and authority of the Bible. With the search for the ‘historical’ Jesus.

3. The response to societal needs divide. 
a. The Social Gospel and the Great Reversal 
The Industrial Revolution (Think Charles Dickens’ London with abuses of wealth and poverty.)
· Faith-based, denomination and church-based, ‘private-sector’ efforts to care for the needy at the turn of the century with lots of enthusiasm: Prohibition, Salvation Army, Sunday School movement.
· Many churches were becoming heavily influenced by the liberalized doctrines of the Enlightenment. They began addressing legitimate needs in society, but increasingly devoid of the true Gospel of salvation in Jesus as not necessary or not valid. This came to be labeled the ‘Social Gospel.’
· This led to what is sometimes called the “Great Reversal” by historians. Protestants who were conservatives in 1900 were socially engaged, but by the 1920’s they were much less so. 
A biblical response for discussion: Read James 1:27 and Acts 4:8-12. How would you describe the important relationship between the gospel of salvation and caring for the other needs of people? 

	b. Revivalism and focus on the need for personal salvation.
· Charles Finney: (1792-1875) Called "Father of Old Revivalism." 2nd Great Awakening: camp meetings.
· DL Moody (1837-1899) and revivalism. A shift in focus to the conversion of the individual sinner.
· This is the time the founding of the Church of the Nazarene (1909) and the Assemblies of God (1914).
· The Azuza Street revival (LA) and Pentecostalism (1906).

	c. The explosion of world missions and the need to get the gospel to the nations.
Protestant Christianity gains a foothold worldwide through pioneer missionaries and mission agencies. 
· Adoniram Judson in India and Burma 1840-50’s. David Livingstone in Africa 1850’s. Hudson Taylor founding the China Inland Mission in the 1860’s. Noted women: Amy Carmichael in Japan and India 1890’s-1950. Lottie Moon in China 1900. The Student Volunteer Movement sent over 20,500, The Christian and Missionary Alliance (AB Simpson). The Sudan Inland Mission. The Africa Inland Mission. Cam Townsend founding Wycliffe Bible Translators in 1942.

4. The other religion responses, sects, and cults divide.
· The First Vatican Council. (1868-1870) To retrench around Catholic dogma after the Reformation.
· Joseph Smith (1805-1844) and Brigham Young (1801-1877): By Young’s death, more than 350 settlements, 100,000 Mormons in Utah and the Intermountain West.
· Jehovah’s Witnesses (1844 Watchtower Society). Father only; Christ inferior, Spirit a non-person.
· Christian Science: Mary Baker Eddy (1875) Rejecting deity of Christ, sin, and the material world.

5. The Post-millennial vs. Pre-millennial (dispensational) destiny of humankind divide.
· John Nelson Darby, a reformer in Ireland & England (1850’s) formed the Plymouth Brethren movement which spread to America. He also basically invented Dispensational Theology which divided all of history into sharply separated eras. This included the novel idea of the Pre-Tribulation Rapture. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk147758916]Most conservative, “evangelical” movements adopted a version of this theology. (Scofield Bible, 1909).
So, now you have an additional divide between people as they look at the trajectory of human history.
· Postmillennialism sees the world improving, with optimism for the conversion of people to a better life.
· Premillennialism sees the world in inevitable decline to judgment and conversion needed for eternal life.

6. The national and global world stage divides.
· Nothing destroyed Postmillennial confidence in an improving world like World War One. Plus…
· Marx and Engles gave their answer in the Communist Manifesto (1848) and Das Capital (1871) excoriating capitalism and the plight of the working man. The division of political philosophies.
· Stalin Communism was based on atheism and exercise of brutal power. Plus…
· The Great Depression. Plus…
· The rise of fascist Nazism was countered in Germany by the Confessing Church (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) and the Barmen Declaration (Karl Barth). And World War Two! 

7. The Scopes Monkey Trial (1925) symbol of the divide.
· The Fundamentals (1910-15): Small books laying down the basics of traditional orthodox Christianity in response to the liberal shift of the mainline churches. 3 million copies are mailed out. 
· William Jennings Bryan, politician, presidential candidate, Sec. of state, Prohibition promoter, later the figure head of the movement to prevent the teaching of evolution. He was the prosecution lawyer.
· Bryan won in the Dayton court case (later overturned), but Clarence Darrow, the slick, smooth Chicago defense lawyer won the country and made Bryan and his Christian position look uneducated and outdated in contrast to the modern movement of secular science. 
· Fundamentalists were painted as close-minded, ignorant, belligerent separatists. (At times they were!)
· Strict “Fundamentalism” became smaller, distinct from emerging evangelical unity. But a sub-culture had been built with “fundamental” groups within every denomination, and influence in the culture.

Today’s Application Question: Name the divides in history, culture, and religion that have drawn lines that still influence our history, culture, and religion.

Next time: We will study the growth of Evangelicalism in the second half of the 20th Century. This includes many of the doctrines, agencies, schools, publications, and movements (in culture and politics) that form our modern church ancestry, including the birth of the Conservative Baptist Association, that we are a part of, and the birth of West Side Baptist Church.
