CHURCH HISTORY TO RELIEVE SOME OF THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH: HANDOUT

LESSON #3: “Reformation and Awakenings” (1517 – 1850). Wycliffe, Guttenberg, Columbus, the Renaissance, and you know where this is headed: Luther, Calvin, Henry VIII Anglicanism, The Reformation, global exploration, and missionaries. When this hits the Americas, it is the Puritans, 
		Great Spiritual Awakenings, and denominations forming in the new forming nation.

SCRIPTURE TEXT: Genesis 11:1-9, Revelation 3:1-4

APPLICATION QUESTION: With the many strains of reform, even in the Roman Church, and the evolving “American” culture, what are the kernels of truth that we most resonate with today?

TIME LINE:	
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OUTLINE:

1. Some foundations under the Protestant Reformation and Explosion of Christianity worldwide.
Religion: Wycliffe (who lives) and Hus (martyred) are openly accusing and rejecting the Roman Church.
Culture: The Italian Renaissance. A ‘rebirth’ reviving of the Greek and Roman classics, arts, and politics. Pagan, humanist values and ideas are embraced as separate as but not opposed to Christianity. This begins to spread. Rise of universities. 
Technology: Guttenberg press (1456 first Bible). Like the TV, or the internet / cell phones in terms of impact.
Discovery: Columbus 1492 to the West Indies. 
· Portuguese and Spanish expeditions Carrying of Catholic Christianity:
· (1495) Vasco de Gama around Africa’s Cape of Good Hope to India, by mid-1500’s China and Japan.

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 11:1-9 and Revelation 3:1-4. The Lord intervenes to scatter and purify his people.

2. The Reformation and the Reformers of the 1500’s.
Luther (Lutheranism): 95 Theses on Whittenberg Castle door, Oct. 31, 1517. Focus on Church corrupt practice of indulgences, etc. Later known for salvation by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone, from the Scripture alone.

Calvin (Reformed): A lawyer scholar in bustling business community of Geneva, Switzerland. His focus is the sovereignty of God, two sacraments, defending upright, moral life, and election for a purpose of God. 

Zwingli, Mennonites, and Hutterites (Anabaptists): Radicals in the Swiss Alps. Here are the seeds of puritanism, believer’s baptism, daily walk with Christ discipleship, communal living, pacifism, decision making with entire the membership of the congregation, and the separation of church and state.

Henry VIII (1509-1547): The 1534 Act of Supremacy established the Church of England. Also, John Knox and Presbyterians in Scotland and civil war with Bloody Mary’s attempt to return to Roman Catholicism. 

Roman Catholics: The Council of Trent was a formal opposition of everything the Protestantism stood for and retrenchment of the basics of pope and hierarchy, good works for salvation, church hold on the Bible interpretation, sacraments, and the saints. This shaped the Catholicism that existed into the mid-1900’s. In addition, Ignatius Loyola from Spain formed the Society of Jesus: The Jesuits, with mission outreach.
3. Age of Discovery is the age of the global exportation of the church by missionaries at this time.
· Conquistadores Cortez defeat the Aztecs 1521, Pizarro defeats the Incas 1533.
· With them always go the missionaries, Dominican, Jesuit, etc.
· Francis Xavier Japan; Matthew Ricci to China by end of 1500’s. 
· William Carey in the late 1700’s to the lost of India. Sparks a wave of missionary efforts: Livingstone to Africa, and mission societies.

4. The Enlightenment influences and events (out of the ashes of the wars into the 1600-1700’s.)
From a fallen sinful view of man, with confidence in God, the Renaissance brought a positive view of human nature and the universe, with confidence in man. With denial of the supernatural began the organizing of a religiously neutral civilization based on reason freed from formal Christian influence. This the birth of our notion of ‘secular science.’
· Copernicus (1473-1543) earth not the center; Galileo (1564-1642) the telescope; Issac Newton (1687) laws of motion, gravity.
· Blaise Pascal (1660’s) the role of reason; John Locke (1700) rationality; Voltaire’s (1694-1778) deism.
· Principles of personal conversion, pastoral care, Bible preaching, spiritual laity, and evangelism as we know it were exhibited in Pietist movements: illustrated by John Bunyan’s, Pilgrim’s Progress (1678).

5. When this hits the North America.
The Puritans: Spiritual conversion/rebirth makes a believer and that is beyond the control of the Church of England. The push for church reforms forms new communities of faith. Conflict with the King drove them to the continent for survival, then to the Colonies. In 1620, a group of 132 left on the Mayflower to Plymouth.

Fracturing and scattering of Protestantism in Europe/England brought denominations to the forming  nation.
· Catholics in Maryland
· Puritan Congregationalists in New England
· Anglicans in Massachusetts to Virginia
· Quakers in Pennsylvania
· Dutch Reformed in New York
· Presbyterians in the Mid-Atlantic
· Baptists and Methodists in the South, and growing
    rapidly on the western frontier (Appalachia)
· Lutherans scattered and later in the upper Midwest

The Great Spiritual Awakening
· Jonathan Edwards (1730s-40’s) New England revival.
· George Whitfield (1740) All over the US, mid-Atlantic, the south, then New England.
· John Wesley (1770’s) After a dramatic conversion, he goes out to the masses in the streets: to the Colonies as well. Marshaling a great number of itinerant preachers around a solid method for ministry.

The African-American church: Separated from native religions the negro preacher becomes a key element in the grass roots black church, latching onto the themes of Exodus and the person of Jesus. 
· Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) becomes one of the most important books in the nation’s history.
· Important to acknowledge the now unimaginable but sad and sinister growth of the defense of slavery by white Christians in the south, clearly deriving from the racist culture and secular economic status.

Mission to the Native American: This was the conversion of the heathen along with the wars of extermination and separation to reservations. Sharing of faith included passing on Anglo-European culture. 

The Second Great Awakening: The frontier in the early 1800’s began to have camp meeting revivals that swept over the Appalachians and into the west. The expansion was often Baptist and Methodist. Also the beginnings of Adventist and Holiness movements. Charles Finney was a noted leader.

6. America’s expansion/growth after the Revolutionary War accompanies the growth of Christianity.
· New “industrial” and city technology and culture.
· The Mid-west frontier. Sea expeditions to the West Coast. The Southwest. The Louisiana Purchase.
· The Lewis & Clark Expedition to the Pacific.
· North and South divide over slavery leading to the Civil War.

Application Question: With the many strains of reform, even in the Roman Church, and the evolving “American” culture, what are the kernels of truth that we most resonate with today?

Next time: We unpack different secular and religious influences from Europe and within America that bring great division for the nation and the church. These will move us toward looking to how these have specific effects on emerging Fundamentalism and Evangelical groups that are the roots of our church heritage. 
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