CHURCH HISTORY TO RELIEVE SOME OF THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH: HANDOUT

LESSON #2: “Expansion and Stagnation” (500 – 1500) This thousand year period called the Middle or Dark Ages are too easy to leap over. But critical to this period is the ascendency of the Roman Catholic Church and the divide with Eastern Orthodoxy, and the rest of the expanding branches of the faith in farther away places from Europe. Examples of faithfulness to Scripture foundations and scandalous 
		departures in the church combined with political upheaval to sow the seeds of the coming need to reform.

SCRIPTURE TEXT: 1 Timothy 2:1-6

APPLICATION QUESTION: What elements of the faith changed and what did NOT change?

TIME LINE:		
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OUTLINE:

1. The ascendency and firm hierarchy of the Western Roman Catholic Church.
· Rome is in agony of invasion along with all western Europe. 
· Bishop Gregory the Great in the 590’s is an unlikely church head. He stood up to invaders and became not only an important religious but also political leader.
· Benedict (529) formed the Monte Cassino monastery. His “Rule” for conduct would become the standard for centuries. (obedience, submission, austerity, manual labor, Bible study, and worship)
· The church and the Holy Roman Empire deal with tribal invasion, raids, and war. Pope Leo III needing protection and alliance with north, proclaimed Charlemagne, Charles the Great to be the successor to Augustus as Ceasar of the Christian Roman Empire. This connected state and church as a model of “Christendom” that would last until the 1800’s. Secular political and military power, religious power, and intellectual power are linked, mixed, at odds in conflict and competition.  
· Feudalism arises with Viking raids from further north. Individual “strong men” and communities (not yet nations) were linked up for protection. The German church became a localized city-state church.
· Pope Gregory VII (1073-1085) reasserted the prominence of the papacy with the idea of the church and pope having supreme authority over all things temporal in 1077 at Canossa, over King Henry IV.

2. The divide with Eastern Orthodoxy (meanwhile, in the East…)
Things that weakened the Eastern Church and its relationship with the West.
· Confusion of the church-emperor role and authority.
· Vicious dispute over icons for a century: Who and what deserves veneration? “Iconoclasts” or “image breakers” went on rampages of destruction of mosaics, relics, and other symbols. 
· The filioque clause: The Spirit proceeds from both Father and Son (West); just from the Father (East).
· The rise of Islam: Muhammad (570-632) 
· 4th Crusade: Instead of infidels in Holy Land they destroyed Constantinople claiming it for the West.
The move of Eastern Orthodoxy to predominantly Russia.
· Byzantine missions north and east to Moravia and with them Byzantine culture (eastern orthodoxy).
· The pagan prince of Kiev, Vladimir officially adopted Orthodoxy around 1000. 
· The East-West Schism of 1054 (mutual excommunications!) Eastern Orthodoxy began the move to a sliver of eastern Europe, Slavic tribes, and Russia. 
· The rise and conquest of Islam of the Mediterranean from the east from 700 to 800, The Crusades 1100-1200 from the west, with the final capture of Jerusalem by Saladin in 1187, and then the final fall of Constantinople in 1453 to the Ottoman Turks, and Eastern Orthodoxy’s direction was sealed.
3. The pinnacle and decent of the Roman Catholic Church in doctrine and power.
Cathedrals (Notre Dame around 1200) bringing heaven to earth, earth to heaven and symbolizing the center of the earthly realm: the powerful Pope, Innocent III. He reemphasized excommunication and interdiction (excommunication of entire regions).
Scholasticism: Cathedral schools give birth to universities. Church teachings are organized into Canon Law to instruct all in priests rights, duties, and power.
· Gerbert and Abelard challenged some of the teachings, but not without opposition from church leaders like the influential Bernard of Clairvaux.
· Thomas Aquinas was the peak of this with the Summa Theologica.
· Much later: Thomas a Kempis’s Imitation of Christ. (1471)
The Crusades were bathed in animosity with the infidels in the Holy Land, the threat of Islam, trumped up propaganda, alleged mistreatment of Christian pilgrims, rewards of full forgiveness for sins for participation, and also a personal reverence for Christ and his land.
· #1: Most successful: captured Jerusalem in a bloody slaughter gaining territory on the Mediterranean.
· #2: Achieved nothing, people could buy substitutes to go for them. Indulgences are born.
· #3: Saladin rallies Muslims and retakes Jerusalem. He and Richard the Lion-hearted reach a truce.
· #4: Crusaders ended up fighting for and taking Constantinople for the west. This increased east west church schism and hastened the fall of the city to the Turks finally in 1453.
· There were several other Crusades; more like a constant stream of conflict with gaps. 
· Finally, the fall of the last hold-out city, Acre in Egypt, ending the effort in 1291.
Doctrinal interpretations and additions.
· Papal primacy.
· 7 sacraments: baptism, confirmation, Lord’s Supper, penance, extreme unction, marriage, ordination.
· Purgatory and mediation for the dead.
· Forbidding (refusing to enable) people access to the Bible.
· The doctrine of the immaculate conception and veneration of Mary has its roots at this time. (Affirmed at the later First Vatican Council in 1854.)
Alternate expressions of the ‘true faith,’ contrary to the imperial power of the Pope, were variously proposed, exterminated, and/or allowed to continue and were growing.
· Dominicans, mendicant begging, preachers sent all over Europe but even to Mongols, India and China.
· Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) and Franciscans allowed by the Pope.
· Any departure from the official church was heresy to be stopped. This led to The Inquisition of people like the Waldenses; a back-to-the-Bible movement of Peter Waldo (1140-1205) to purify the church.
The corruption of the church shown in the Papal Schism of 1377 for 72 years.
· Boniface VIII (1300) issues the most extreme declaration of papal primacy, but is attacked by the French monarch and humbled (the opposite of Canossa): the humiliation of the church before the state.
· Later a French pope in Avignon rivals one in Rome; a third appointed in Germany, goes back to Rome.
· The papacy in Rome further deteriorates. Alexander VI (1492-1503) was grossly immoral and obsessed with providing wealth for his children.
Abuses of power and movement away from Scripture were fatal flaws that set the stage for radical change.
· The Black Plague (1348) killing 100-200 million people: 50-60% of Europe, 33% of Mideast.
· John Wyclif (1328-1384) English Oxford scholar: championed the ideas of the individual and grace, eventually called the Pope the Antichrist. Against sects of hierarchies of monks, friars, priests, masses, indulgences, penance, pilgrimages, worship of images, adoration of saints, treasury of merit, and transubstantiation. 
· In favor of every man studying the Bible for himself, he translates the Bible into English. 
· John Hus (1370-1415) Following Wyclif’s teaching, is accused, condemned, and burned at the stake.

4. The expanding branches of the faith in farther away places from Europe. 
· Greece and what came to be Turkey subdued and persecuted under Ottoman Turks until the 1800’s.
· North African Christianity was also all but exterminated by Islamic conquest.
· Good evidence that the Apostle Thomas came to India. But there is sporadic contact until the time of Catholic and Protestant missions of the Reformation/Age of Discovery period (Columbus 1492). 
· The Orient: a few records of medieval missionaries, but again, it is this latter time when that takes off. 

Today’s Application Question: What elements of the faith changed and what did NOT change?

Lessons from 1 Timothy 2:1-6

Next time: The explosion of the Reformation, Enlightenment, to the American Colonies Great Awakenings.
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