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LESSON #1: “The Council of Jerusalem to the Council of Chalcedon” (33 – 451) From the record of the gathered church in Acts 15, we will move through the early church expansions, persecutions, heresies, and orthodoxies that become our foundations. We end with the gathered church counsel that ratified the books of the Bible that had been revealed through that period and form our Scriptures today.

SCRIPTURE TEXT: Acts 15:1-19

AS YOU ENTER: Jot down your own “church history” in a few short phrases: (ex: Roman Catholic childhood, campus church group, Lutheran for five years, Bible study with Christian neighbors, attending West Side with them for ten years.)




APPLICATION QUESTION: Why were these initial centuries of the church so crucial for our lives today?

TIMELINE:																									
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OUTLINE:
1. The Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15)
· How is the church to resolve conflict? What is ‘the gospel’ and who is it for? 
· Why are these things so revolutionary and important for today?

2. Major early church leaders, expansions, persecutions, heresies, and orthodoxies that become our foundations.
The first century
· The Judaizers and Gnosticism
· Emperor Nero (64)
· Titus and the Fall of Jerusalem (70) 
· Martyrdom of the Apostles, beginning with James, Peter and Paul in Rome.
· Gathering at Jamnia: Jewish scholar affirmation of the Old Testament Masoretic text (90)
· The Revelation of the Apostle John on Patmos (95) Ends the New Testament writings.
· New Testament books were already becoming clear, even at this early stage. Four criteria used:
	1) Self-authenticating transformative power
	2) used in worship
	3) Apostolic link confirmed
	4) cross references
· The ascendency of the four primary churches: Jerusalem*, Antioch, Rome, Alexandria. 

The second century
· The Letter to Diognetus: an anonymous account of Christians in the empire.
· More persecution with emperor worship: The martyrdom of Polycarp of Ephesus (155) 
· Marcionism rejected the OT. (140)
· The Early Church Fathers: Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Ignatius. 
	
The third century
· Christian thinkers: Tertullian, Clement, Origen, Cyprian, Eusebius (father of ‘church history’).
· Anthony, the first “monk” and the birth of monasticism in the following century. 
· Emperor Decius persecution: (250) The “lapsed” are rejected or renewed with a system of “penance.”
The fourth century
· Emperor Diocletian’s sudden and severe persecution of Christians. (300) 
· The “conversion” of Emperor Constantine. (312) 	
· The heresies and the councils:
			- Arianism: ‘Jesus not God.’	#1 Council of Nicaea (325): The deity of Christ.
			- Apollinarianism: ‘Jesus not human’ #2 Council of Constantinople (381): The humanity of Christ.
· Augustine (Hippo - North Africa). (400)
· Jerome: Translates the Latin Vulgate Bible. (400)
	
The fifth century
· The heresies and the councils:
		- Nestorianism: ‘Jesus a split nature’ #3 Council of Ephesus (431): Jesus is a unified God-man.
		- #4 Council of Chalcedon (451): Affirmation of Jesus’ divine/human nature and the NT as we have it.
· Bishop becomes “Pontifex Maximus” (pope?) Leo (mid 400’s).
· Missionary outreach to the North and the Germanic tribes:
		- Patrick to Ireland (432) - Ulfilas to the Goths (380) - Clovis to the Franks (500)
· The Fall of Rome. (476)
· Three more major councils in the next 300 years with less influence.
		- #5 Constantinople (553): #6 Constantinople (680): #7 Nicaea (787) 

3. Comparison of the Creeds to each other and to today: 
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Application Question: Why were these initial centuries of the church so crucial for our lives today?

NEXT TIME: We will ‘descend’ into the Dark Ages.
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  The Nicen e   Creed                 U pdated at Constantinople    

We   believe in one God ,   the Father Almighty , Maker of all  things visible and invisible.  We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  Maker   of   heaven   an d earth, and   of all things visible and  invisible.  

And in one   Lord   Jesus Christ, the   Son of God , begotten of the  Father [the   only - begotten ; that is, of the essence of the  Father, God of God,] Light of Light, ver y God of very God,  begotten, not made,   consubstantial with the Father ;  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the   only - begotten   Son of  God, begotten of   the Father   before all worlds   (æons) ,  Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,  consubstantial with the Fath er;  

By whom all things were made [both in heaven and on earth];  by whom all things were made;  

Who for us men, and for our   salvation , came down and  was   incarnate   and was made man;  who for us men, and for our salvation, came down   from  heaven ,   and was incarnate   by the Holy Ghost and of the  Virgin Mary ,   and was made man;  

He suffered , and the third day   he rose again , ascended into  heaven;  he   was   crucified   for us under   Pontius Pilate ,  and   suffered,   and was   buried , and the third day he rose  again,   according to the Scriptures , and   ascended into  heaven ,   and   sitteth   on the   right hand of the Father ;  

From thence he shall   come   to   judge   the quick and the dead .  from thence he shall come   again, with glory , to judge   the  quick and the dead ;  

 whose kingdom   shall have no end .  

And in the   Holy Ghost .  And in the Holy Ghost,   the Lord and Giver of life, who  proceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the  Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spake by  the prophets.  

 In   one holy catholic and apostolic Church ; we  acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; we  look for the   resurrection of the dead , and the life of  the   world to come . Amen.  

  The Apostle’s Creed   ( 6 th   - 7 th   c. )   I believe in God, the Father almighty,   creator of heaven and earth.   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,       w ho was conceived by the Holy Spirit   and born of the  virgin Mary.     He suffered under Pontius Pilate,   was crucified, died, and was buried;   he descended to hell . (?) .       The third day he rose again from the dead.     He ascended to heaven   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.     From there he will c ome to judge the living and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Spirit,   the holy  catholi c (=  “ universal ” )   church,   the communion of saints,       the forgiveness of sins,   the resurrection of the body,   and the life everlasting. Amen.  


