The Gospel & My Place In It
Week 2
The Gospel Definition Debate: Broad or Narrow?
1. The Broad Gospel: This view of the gospel sees a perfect world made broken by sin but redeemed in Jesus. Every aspect of sin is in the process of being made new. This includes not only personal sin issues like lust, anger, pride, etc., but also societal sin issues like slavery, abuse, addictions, poverty, sickness, homelessness, and mental health. 
a. Example Texts: 
i. Matthew 4:23-25

ii. Matthew 22:4-6

b. Who Embraces this Gospel?


c. Potential Pitfalls



2. The Narrow Gospel: The things a person must believe to be saved. That they have been made by a perfect God, sinned against Him, and now deserve death and hell. That God has sent His Son Jesus to die for their sin. That Jesus was raised to life three days after His crucifixion. That if we believe in Jesus and repent of our sins we will be saved. 
a. Example Texts: 
i. Romans 10:9-13

ii. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8

b. Who Embraces this Gospel?


c. Potential Pitfalls


In Counseling & In Life, We Need Both
1. The Narrow Gospel Deals with Salvation from Sin




2. The Broad Gospel Incorporates the Fullness of Life




3. The False Context between 5 Mins and a Lifetime




4. Colossians 1:15-23 
“15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.”

















The Major Contours of the Gospel

	Creation
	Fall
	Redemption
	New Creation

	
	
	
	


The Major Periods of the Gospel Story (Meta-Narrative)

	The End Times
	

	The Church
	

	Jesus
	

	Kings
	

	Judges
	

	Exodus
	

	Patriarchs
	

	Fall
	

	Creation
	



Following Threads Through the Gospel

1. The Thread of Sadness













2. The Thread of Anger














3. The Thread of Lust


















My Place in This Story

1. Whatever issue I face exists as a crucial part of that story. 





2. Christians exist to illustrate the problem of sin, and the power of God in the gospel. 




3. My God will bring glory to Himself through continuous victory and deliverance in my life. 




4. I will find the thread I need, live by faith in this gospel, and experience the Holy Spirit’s transforming work, for His glory. 
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