
Week 6 
Sermon Series: Sojourners: Genesis 
Sermon Title: “Who Are You Listening To?” 
Sermon Text: Genesis 16:1-16 
Study Handout Week of: May 15, 2022 
Group Week of: May 22, 2022 
Sermon Date: May 29, 2022 

 
The Text: Genesis 16:1-16 

 
Instructions 

1) Pray for the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to His words.  
2) Read the passage. 
3) Using the “Story Arc” below, insert the verses according to how you see the story begin, grow, climax, fall, and 

finish.  
4) Write out the main lesson of the story.  
5) Write out some of the other lessons along the way.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Textual Questions 

1) What is the central lesson in this story? 

 

 

2) Why do you think Sarai suggested Abram have a child through her slave, Hagar? 

 

 

3) Does the story make Ishmael to be the promised offspring or not? Support your answer from the text. 

 

Scriptures for Additional Daily Studies 
Day 1 Adam & Eve – Genesis 3:1-24 

Day 2 Righteous Not by Works – Rom 2:17-29 

Day 3 Righteous Not by Works – Rom 3:1-20 

Day 4 Righteous By Faith – Rom 3:21-31 

Day 5 God Sees Us – Matthew 6:25-33 



Discussion Guide Questions 

1) Case Study: Beth became a believer just a few months ago. She has started to volunteer and serve all 

over the church. She comes to you tired and ragged. Despite getting baptized and placing her faith in 

Christ, she still struggles with guilt over her past sins. She explains that volunteering all over the church 

is her way of trying to be worthy of receiving the grace of Jesus. She is hoping that she will be able to 

stop feeling guilty through acts of service, but instead she is just getting worn down. How do you help 

Beth get to the right place in her acts of service, and in her relationship with the feeling of guilt? 

 

 

 

2) When Sarai tells Abram to sleep with her slave, Hagar, she is trying to make God’s promises come true 

through her own efforts. What are some of the circumstances in this situation that you think led to Sarai 

trying to take control?  

 

 

 

3) In your own life, what are the circumstances that most frequently lead to you trying to take control of a 

situation that only God can truly handle? 

 

 

 

4) Abram, rather uncritically, accepts his wife’s terrible suggestion. There is a lot in this text that mirrors 

Adam and Eve in the garden. Why do you think Abram (and for that matter, Adam) listen to their wives 

when their suggestions are clearly wrong? Secondly, when do you uncritically listen to bad advice? 

 

 

 

5) How could Abram (or Adam) have handled their situations better? How can the actions you would 

recommend for Abram or Adam be applied to your own situations?  

 

 

 

6) Hagar, who is not heard or seen by Abram or Sarai, is still seen and heard by God. Who are the people in 

your life you want most to “see” or “hear” you, but often don’t?  

 

 

 

7) Hagar ran away from those relationships, but knowing that God sees and hears her, allows her to go 

back into those relationships. How does knowing that God does see and hear you help you step into 

those relationships where you don’t feel “seen” or “heard”? 

 

 

 

8) Often, brokenness comes because we try to do what only God can do. Pick one area of life where 

submission is difficult, give that to the Lord, and ask your group to pray over that area with you.   


