
Week 10 
Sermon Series: Rich Spiritual Worship 
Sermon Title: “The Most Important Thing We Can Do” 

Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 14:1-12 
Study Handout Week of: January 2, 2022 
Group Week of: January 9, 2022 
Sermon Date: January 16, 2022 

 
The Text 

1) Read the text slowly and carefully.  
2) Pray for understanding, insight, and transformation.  
3) Observe Everything. Use pens and highlighters to mark the text. Come up with your own system of symbols, 

underlines, arrows, highlights, and notes, that will help you understand and apply. Only do what is helpful. 
4) Answer the interpretive questions at the bottom. 

 
 

1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy. 2 For anyone 

who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they 

utter mysteries by the Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 

strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the 

one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would 

rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless 

someone interprets, so that the church may be edified. 

 

Textual Questions 

1) What is the message God and Paul are speaking to the Corinthians (and to you) through this passage? 

 

 

2) How does Paul describe the gift of “tongues” in this passage? 

 

 

3) How does Paul describe the gift of “prophecy” in this passage? 

 

 

Scriptures for Additional Daily Studies 
Day 1 Gifts of the Spirit – 1 Cor 12:7-11 

Day 2 The Way of Love – 1 Corinthians 13:1-11 

Day 3 Tongues at Pentecost – Acts 2:1-13 

Day 4 Prophets in the OT – Deut 18:14-22 

Day 5 Building the Body – Ephesians 4:7-16 



Discussion Guide Questions 

1) “Following the way of love” reminds us that we are called to live love as a lifestyle, rather than in single 

moments. How has following Christ, and His “way of love” affected your life recently? Is there a certain 

area of life where God has grown or stretched you to love recently? Share your testimony with your 

group.  

 

 

 

2) Paul exhorts the church (and us) to eagerly desire spiritual gifts, and especially those that edify the body. 

Where have you practiced your gifts for the good of the body recently? How can you take steps to 

pursue spiritual gifts this year?   

 

 

 

3) Define the “gift of tongues” according to what you are reading in 1 Corinthians 14.   

 

 

 

4) Define the “gift of prophecy” according to what you are reading in 1 Corinthians 14.   

 

 

 

5) While we do not have prophecy or tongues as part of our worship services, we still try to strengthen, 

encourage, comfort, and edify the body through our services. What gifts has God provided to you, that 

you can put into practice in your Life Group, to do those things? 

 

 

 

6) Jesus defines “greatness” by serving. Paul says that those who prophecy are greater than those who 

speak in tongues. Do Jesus and Paul disagree with each other, or agree? Support your answer. 

 

 

 

7) We are to pursue gifts that build up the body. If you know your spiritual gift, how can you use it to build 

up the body this week? If you do not know your spiritual gift, how can you take steps to pursuing a 

spiritual gift that will build up the body? Write out your commitment below.    


